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The undersigned certifies and swears that he/she has just and resonable grounds to believe, and does believe that the above named Defendant committed the folfowing violation of law.
The Person taken into custody . . .

O committed the below acts in my presence. [J was observed by who told
[ confessed to that he/she saw the arrested person committ the below acts.
admitting to the below facts. & was found to have committed the below acts, resdlting from my (described) investigation.
Onthe __14  dayof January 2020 at_ 15:07  (Specifically include facts constituting'cause for amest )

On 01/13/20 I was assigned this alleged child abuse case for follow-up
investigation. I reviewed the initial incident report submitted by B.R.P.D. Officer
Felix.

on 01/11/20 B.R.P.D. and DcF cpI Torres respondéd o TG - -

City of BB in reference to DCF intake #2020-010692-01. The following allegation
was received regarding w/m/j_ (D.0.B. 08/03/16). "The teacher sat on
I richt leg when he was misbehaving. As a result sustained a

non-displaced fracture of the proximal tibial shaft. currently has a splint on
his leg. He has urinated on himself/ can’'t eat, and can't stand due to the pain of the

injury. 1Initially, there was an alternative story provided, that_had kicked a

chair. However, per the pediatri¢ doctor and orthopedist, the injury is only

compatible with the story that thesteacher sat on his leg."

According to — she dropped her son - off at The Early

Learning Academy, located at 2300 West Yamato Road in Boca Raton, on 01/10/20 at
approximately 0715 hours: _was walking normal and did not complain of any
injuries. At approximately 1046 hours, she received a voicemail from the school stating
that_ had stistained an injury on his leg from kicking a metal chair. She had
listened to the voicemail a few hours after she received it.

According to |G _fathar, he received a call from the school

on 01/10/20, at approximately 1100 hours. He was told that_ had received an
injury to his leg, from kicking a metal chair. He was told that | had a bump on
his shin.), Based on the information that was provided to him, he did not think it was an
emergency at the time and he did not go to pick_up from school.

_picked - up at approximately 154 . She observed
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her son sitting down and he appeared to be in a lot of pain. He was shivering, had
urinated on himself and had not eaten. _told her that he received the injury
baecause his teacher, Estefany Acosta sat on his leg because he was misbehaving.

Later that evening, was still complaining of pain and he could not walk or
stand, so _ took to West Boca Medical Center, where Dr. Jay Rosenberg was

the attending physician. The diagnostic radiology report revealed a linear
non-displaced fracture proximal third tibial shaft of the right legq.

On 01/13/20 at approximately 0945 hours, DCF CPI Torres and I met withWeneille
Como, the owner of The Early Learning Academy. She was cooperative and provided the
following information.

Como was off on Friday (01/10/20). She received a call from hexr, Director Maria

Sattler, who informed her that 3-year-old student, _was injured in the
classroom. H/f Estefany De Los Angeles Acosta (D.0.B. 01/25/95) was the only teacher in
the classroom with the students at the time was injured.

Initially, Acosta reported that _was misbehaving, and received the injury to

his right leg because he kicked a metal chair. /This\information was then relayed to
i parents, by The Early Learning Academy sStaff. When the school administrative
staff confronted Acosta with the fact that the classroom was under video surveillance,
she got nervous and changed her story. Ac¢ostaiclaimed that - could have been
injured whan she accidently fell on him!

Acosta had been employed by The Early Learning Academy since November of 2019. Due
to repeated tardiness and her untruthfulness regarding the injury to
she was terminated on 01/10/20.

Como had come into work and viewed the video surveillance on 01/12/20. She

contacted DCF herself after viewing the video, because she was concerned with the manner
in which Acosta had picked up and carried him around the classroom.

She advised that it was not“the way her staff is taught to pick up children. She
provided a copy of the classroom video surveillance from 01/10/20 that was placed into
evidence. DCF CPI Torres, Como and I viewed the video surveillance together. It should
be noted that there was no audio on the video surveillance. I made the following
observations:

On 01/10/20%athapproximately 1032 hours the students entered the classroom. Como
aexplained“that, the students had been on the playground when it started to rain and they
had to come inside early. A male student, identified by Como as was
the first student to enter the classroom. He was upset that they had to come inside
early. He immediately walked to the far corner of the Wsroom and sat on the carpet
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by himself. The remaining students and the teacher, identified by Como as Estefany
Acosta, entered the classroom and sat on the carpet in the far corner of the room, as
well. [l thern stood up as all the other students were seated. It appeared Acosta
was verbally instructing _t:o sit down. _was non-compliant.

At approximately 1034 hours, Acosta goes over to _ and physically escorts him

to a seated position on the carpet. Acosta moved back to her initial location on the
carpet and _immediatel stood back up. Based upon his body langquage and
movements, it appearedd was very upset and continued to be non-compliant. Acosta
reported to staff that_ had spit on the carpet. She is seen/pointing towards
the counter and it appears she instructed him to get a paper towel | to clean his spit off
the carpet. _ was non-compliant.

At approximately 1036 hours, Acosta stood up and moved toward

attempted to quickly sit down. Acosta grabbed | Py the upper left bicep with her
right hand and lifted him off the ground. She swung him away from the wall and onto the
center of the carpet. While she was standing behind him, she grabbed his upper right
bicep with her right hand and his left wrist with her) left,hand. She then lifted him up
and carried him across the room to the sink. She Tetrieved what appeared to be

multiple paper towels. She then lifted_ backiup by both arms and carried him
back to the caiet. It should be noted that there was one chair in the room and at no
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time does leg strike that chair.
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At approximately 1037 hours, Acosta puts_ down on the carpet. She is bent
down overll, who appears to be fdce down. Her left knee is bent at a 90-degree
angle and elevated. Her right knee is bent at a 90-degree angle and is resting on the
carpet. It appeared that her right knee landed on top of _right leg, as she
was initially kneeling on the carpet.

At approximately 1038 hours, (Acosta sits back down on the carpet. [ is

seated in front of her holdingy,his lower right leg. Acosta appears to lean over and be
attentive to injury. At approximately 1039 hours, administrative staff
member, identified by Como as Sheila Baumann, entered the classroom. She approached the
carpet area where Acosta and the children were seated. They have a brief conversation,
and are both seen/motioning to the metal chair close by, presumably this is when Acosta
mentioned that _kicked the chair. Acosta then pickedﬁup and placed him
on a padded table\in the classroom. It should be noted that |l vas standing and
moving on his right leg, until Acosta is seen standing over him on the carpet. After
she moves, he issimmediately seen holding his leg and does not stand or put weight on
the leg.
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Como provided a copy of an Accident/Injury Report Form dated 1/10/20 for |
i The form indicated that his right leg was injqu It says that the injury
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occurred when _was wiping the rug and Miss Estefany knelt down to help him and
her leg pressed down on his leg." The first aid treatment provided was ice applied.

The injury report was signed by Estefany Acosta.

On 01/14/20 I contacted Estefany Acosta telephonically. She voluntarily agreed to

come to the Boca Raton Police Department. On 01/14/20 Det. Alvarez and I conducted a
video recorded interview with Estefany Acosta at the Boca Raton Police Department.
Acosta was read her Constitutional Warnings in Spanish and English prior to the
interview. A copy of the interview and both Constitutional Warnings werefplaced into
aevidence. She was cooperative and the following is a brief synopsis of the information
Acosta provided.

Acosta has been employed at the Early Learning Academy since November of 2019. She

is a teacher for the early 3-year-old class. On 01/10/20 she was _teaching a class with
student_ _ was upset when she got to work. After they entered
the classroom, she confirmed that he was non-compliant_ and misbehaving. She initially
attempted to gain his compliance to classroom rules vérballys She even took out her
cellular phone and threatened to take a video of himand send to his mother.
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_ continued to misbehave and was spitting on the carpet and himself. Acosta
instructed him to go and get paper towels to clean up himself and the carpet. He again
refused. Acosta admitted that she picked him up by the arms in a manner consistent
with what was captured on video and carriéd him to the counter. She retrieved paper
towels and then picked_ up again by, the arms, consistent with what was on video
and carried him back to the carpet. _She placed face down on the carpet, where
he refused to clean up the spit. She haduhim positioned on the carpet between her legs
because she wanted him to see howfshe was cleaning, for future reference.
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Acosta admittaed that the mannéer in\which she picked up_ was
inappropriate, dangerous and could have led to him being seriously injured. Acosta

denied knowing how_ leg was injured. I pointed out to Acosta that he
was standing up in defiance to her wanting him to sit down and was not in any pain or
digtress at that time, untilvafter she is seen over top of him after she placed him face
down on the carpet between her legs, while she was kneeling over wiping the carpaet with
paper towels. Hefthen immediately sits up and is seen holding his lower right leg.

She continually denied causing the leg injury. Additionally, she denied telling Early
Learning Academy staff that he had received the injury because he kicked a chair.
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Based upon thetabove information and investigation, probable cause exists to charge
Estefany Denlos Angeles Acosta (D.0O.B. 01/25/95) with child abuse contrary to F.S.S.
827.03(1) (b) .
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